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Respiratory Protection
Product Guide

For further guidance please contact your Member who will be pleased to assist with product selection

Respiratory Protective Equipment (RPE) has been used
far longer than most people realise. One of the earliest
recorded uses dates back to ancient Rome, when lead
miners fastened pig’s bladders across their noses and
mouths to protect against the dust. More recently, late
nineteenth century photographs of fire fighters show
many of them displaying full beards. It was believed that
shoving the beard into the mouth minimised smoke
inhalation …
Today RPE is still used extensively in all types of
workplace situations when all other means of minimising
respiratory hazards have been applied.
Correct selection of RPE is critical. Equally critical is
correct fitting and use of the RPE.

Selection & Use of RPE

When should RPE be used?
RPE should only be selected as the last resort. All other
measures to control the hazard should be considered
first e.g. substitution, elimination, separation and
engineering controls. RPE should be used when the level
of a hazard exceeds the exposure limits laid down by
the HSE or to provide relief from nuisance levels.

Type of Respirator Description Standard APF Range

Filtering facepieces for
particulates

Provides protection against dust/mists/fumes.
Normally intended for 1 day’s use 

EN149: 2001 4-20

Filtering facepieces for
nuisance gas/vapour

Provides protection against dusts/mists/fumes. Also
protection against nuisance level gas/vapour

EN149: 2001 4-20

Half masks (dust)

Provides protection against a variety of
contaminants dependant on Filter(s)

EN140 Facepiece 
En143 Particulate Filter, 
EN405 low maintenance

-
4-20

Half mask (gas/vapour)
EN140 Facepiece 
EN141 Gas/vapour
Filter, 
EN405 low maintenance

-
4-10

Full face masks (dust)
Provides protection against a variety of
contaminants dependant on Filter(s) and
protection for the face/eyes

EN136 Facepiece
En143 Particulate Filter

-
4-40

Full face masks
(gas/vapour)

EN136 Facepiece
EN141 Gas/vapour
Filter

-
4-20

Powered Respirators
Provides clean air to the headpiece by drawing air
through a filter. Protection can be tailored to a
variety of hazards.

EN146, EN12941,
EN12942

5-40

Airline hood or helmet
Provides clean air to the wearer’s headpiece from
an external source of breathable quality air. Can
also provide eye/head protection.

EN270, EN1835, EN139 5-40

Self contained open
circuit breathing
apparatus

The top level of protection. For tasks where there
is an immediate danger to life or health

EN1146,EN137 Up to 2000

Assigned Protection Factors & Standards for RPE types




